
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 17 March 2016] 

 p1354a-1354a 
Hon Alanna Clohesy 

ST PATRICK’S DAY — IRELAND–AUSTRALIA RELATIONSHIP 
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HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: Today is the feast day of the patron saint of 
Ireland, St Patrick. St Patrick’s Day is also known as the Irish national day, and it could  be Australia’s second 
national day, too, given that a number of people are celebrating their Irish heritage today. That is quite legitimate 
given that an estimated 30 per cent of the Australian population has some Irish heritage from one parent or 
another. It is clear I am proud of my Irish background: I am wearing green to celebrate the national day. But, 
seriously, my Irish heritage forms an important and large part of my identity because not only is my name an 
Irish term of endearment, but also I have had a very strong Irish upbringing, like many other Australians. 

In addition to the familial and cultural links of Irish Australians today, one of the strengths of our state’s 
relationship with Ireland is trade. My visit late last year to Ireland highlighted that to me in particular. Australian 
exports to Ireland in 2014–15 were worth around $55 million. They were mostly in medicaments, which includes 
veterinary-type pharmaceuticals, worth around $17 million. I think that is an interesting point to note. In 2014-15 
Australia exported services to Ireland worth some $528 million; in the area of professional, technical and other 
business services it exported services worth around $139 million. Australia’s investment in Ireland is around 
$8.8 million, but Ireland’s investment in Australia is double that, at around $16.2 million. Therefore, members 
can see that we have a very strong and healthy relationship through not only our families and culture but also 
trade. It is really important on today of all days to recognise that relationship. 

Enterprise Ireland is an Irish government agency that supports Irish businesses in Ireland and across the world to 
develop, grow and support. It has played a really important role in assisting the Irish economy to recover, mostly 
through innovative programs. I was pleased to be at the opening of the Perth Enterprise Ireland office last year. 
I want to highlight some of the really important, interesting and innovative programs that Enterprise Ireland has 
put in place to diversify the Irish economy, particularly in very tight economic times. 

It is particularly innovative because it focuses on women. Enterprise Ireland has a female entrepreneurship 
program with a dedicated start-up fund to encourage more women to start a business. Last year, 61 new 
female-led start-ups were supported, so it is a pretty exciting program. Currently, Enterprise Ireland is running 
a competition for female entrepreneurs and female-led start-ups for those specifically engaged in the 
manufacturing industry and in internationally traded services. It is a really innovative way of supporting women 
to start and grow businesses. There is also a third accelerator program for women with a deep knowledge of 
relevant industry. That is also a really exciting program that supports women in business and will help to grow 
the Irish economy. 

Back home again, last Sunday was the fantastic St Patrick’s Day parade and festival held in Leederville. It was 
great to see the grand marshal of the parade, the Honorary Consul of Ireland in Perth, Martin Kavanagh, riding 
alongside of the Mayor of the City of Vincent, John Carey, in his resplendent green T-shirt as well. There were 
some fantastic stalls and fun events at Medibank Stadium and I congratulate the St Patrick’s Day festival 
committee, the Irish families in Perth and The Claddagh Association Inc for the amazing way in which they 
conducted all those activities. The highlight of the day for me was the Australian–Irish Heritage Association 
award called the Brendan Award that recognises outstanding contribution of someone with Australian–Irish 
heritage. In particular, it recognises the positive way in which they have contributed to the Australian–Irish 
community here. On Sunday that award was won by Mrs Joan Ross. I am so excited that Mrs Ross won that 
award because it is an appropriate recognition of her years of voluntary service through The 
Claddagh Association. The Claddagh Association is primarily an Irish welfare association in Perth that assists 
Irish people in WA during times of crisis and trauma. A lot of its work is done in a voluntary capacity. Although 
Mrs Ross has supported the organisation to be successful in a number of grants funding, it still runs on 
a shoestring. That it provides such a wide range and an enormous amount of service to our community is 
testament to her energy, commitment and care for people. I congratulate Joan for an award that is very well 
deserved. I would also like to acknowledge the work of Liz O’Hagan, the vice president of The Claddagh 
Association, and all of the committee members who provide support and care for people here in Perth. 

Irish people and people like Joan Ross and all of those who work through The Claddagh Association and were 
involved in the St Patrick’s Day festival, have continued to build and contribute to our community in an 
extraordinary way. I am proud to be part of the Australian–Irish community. I wish my family, friends, 
colleagues, all the community and you, Mr President, a happy St Patrick’s Day. 
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